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Just so you have the information on record, again your methods of monitoring have failed in this area also. Your wonderful truckroute has done nothing but increased traffic on our county roads and also the speed they travel, which is  very unsafe. As with every law we have in this country, the oilfield seems to believe they are exempt from speed limit signs, you take your life in your hands making a simple trip to town now that we have a truckroute going thru our backyard. Pipelines have done nothing for easing the traffic here, perhaps you should run for Senator Hoeven position, you have his speech down well selling pipelines. Pipelines do not carry frack water, chemicals, waste water, gravel, scoria, equipment and all the service vehicles throwing beer cans in our ditches, they must not also haul any oil off of locations because we still have all of these trucks also traveling our roads. With all the natural gas in our air which testing shows and seeing all the flares burning these pipelines must not carry natural gas either. The only thing I have seen pipelines do is create more traffic, cut fences, leave gates open, run cattle into ditches, trespass on private property and create a lot of garbage in ditches. Their inspectors do a good job of sleeping in their pickups parked on side roads. Welcome to the real world Jim, what you put on paper in your office is no where close to what is happening in oil country. 


Just to remind you our last discussion about dust was when Oasis did dust control out here and even their employees told you how bad it was here and said this was the worst road in the county. It is refreshing to see how hard our state employees are working to protect oil companies bank accounts and not the health and welfare of the residents. 
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From: Semerad, Jim L. 


To: jacki 


Cc: pfeiffer.Tricia@epamail.epa.gov ; Kyle Olson ; North.Alexis@epamail.epa.gov 


Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 3:03 PM


Subject: RE: dust








 





Jacki:





 





We have discussed this issue several times in the past.  I agree that dust can be a nuisance - as you know, we have miles and miles of dirt roads.  Our dry climate added to the increased traffic has made matters worse.





 





I've explained that North Dakota was involved in a dust suppressant study to determine what chemicals work best (considering all environmental impacts).  The results of this study has been used by counties throughout the state and by oil companies in an attempt to reduce/manage dust.  The Division has added ambient air quality monitors in the Bakken to ensure that our ambient standards are being met - so far, we have not exceeded health standards.  We are continuing to work with EPA on the ambient monitor program/findings.    





 





However, we recognize that the public can still be impacted from the nuisance dust.  Since counties (and local citizens) have to pay for dust control, the local authorities remain in charge of where and how often dust suppressant is needed, traffic flow patterns, and speed limits.  If you believe that correct decisions are not being made, you may want to consider running for office so you can ensure that proper attention is paid to this issue.  Note that I am serious about this - we have seen other citizens in the state run for local office to address a variety of local issues.





 





There is some good news - more pipelines have meant less truck traffic overall.  In addition, work on several truck by-pass projects is helping many areas - this shows that the local agencies are working on the issue  even if some problems are not resolved.





 





Both ND and EPA discussed the dust problem with you last summer when we conducted the site inspection in July.  If EPA (who is copied on this email) has any further recommendations/ideas to help resolve this issue, I'd be happy to discuss them.





 





Jim Semerad





 





 





  _____  



From: jacki [jboid@dia.net]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 6:54 AM
To: Semerad, Jim L.
Cc: pfeiffer.Tricia@epamail.epa.gov; Kyle Olson
Subject: dust




How will dust control be handled? It is now just April, we still have snow cover and spring thaw but yet we have fight dust from the road drifting into our yard and calving ground from heavy truck traffic. There is a frack job somewhere north of us and our road is used for endless loads of water and equipment. I have no idea which company is working north of us and I also do not have the time or am well enough to follow trucks to find out who it is. Oasis applied dust control last summer and informed us this would be a one time event. I guess we are only allowed to breath dust free air for several weeks a year according to the oilfield. During calving it is crucial that young calves not be exposed to all this dust, the air quality here is enough to kill them already. I have several times contacted the county and they have told us it is not their responsibility. When permits are issued for these jobs why are there also not rules given about applying dust control on the roads they are using?  This has been an endless problem now for 3 years and no one had taken responsibility or addressed the problem in our area. Who do I contact and what do I need to do to address this problem? 











